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tn<* Water. Now, to turn to the main subject, the said Kfitztr i?
since then alive and will remain so till the end of the world. In
accordance with Moslem traditions, the said Khazir has a brother
named Khajah Illias of equal qualifications : and both the brothers
liave been entrusted with power to do good to the inhabitants of our
globe. Kfasir is in charge of Land, and Illias, of Water ; and both
help suffering humanity out of their miseries and difficulties iro land
and water respectively. But here- exists a great discrepancy. Some
believe KMzir alone to be in absolute charge of Water and Land:
and to others, Illias is assistant and partner of Kktztr in all our
worldly connections. In fine, Khizir and Illias make one individual
person in charge of the globe, whatever may bo his or their respective-
an I individual merits, goodnesses and virtues &c. It is a- belief
current amongst Moslems that, in sea-voyages, KMssir protects ships<
from being wrecked; and shields voyagers from being drowned or
washed overboard. Travellers, in land, too, have their hardships
guarded against by the KJnsir who, in- addition to the many offices
Providence has placed in- his handsr undertakes teaching all those
whose destiny enables them to be taught by him in the arts,
and sciences, &c., in which Nature has endowed him with knowledge-
superior to any human being. He is also said to have been tutors
to many Prophets, Saints, <&c., whomsoever God directed from time
to time to be taught by him. Inspired by this idea, Moslems to this
day live upon hopes of being so honored and graced by his teachings :
to attain which they have a special prayer in honor of the Khissir
whose help they invoke: and many-lucky persons have, so say the
traditions, succeeded already in their prayers ; and others still expect to
prosper, if they acted upon the prescribed instructions laid down?
in this connection. However that may be, we have noiihing to say
against these traditions. What our province is and which alone we are
called upon to treat here, i? the ceremony under notice, and nothing
else. Influenced by a pure love of doing homage to their Sentinel and
Lord of Waters, Indian Mohammedans prepare rafts or Beras which,
laden with burning lamps and bouquet of flowers and full of fruits
sweetmeats and other eatables, they float on rivers, rivulets, oceans,